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studies under Canon Angelo Ambrogini (detto Poliziano);
who, in 1492 wrote to the Pope about his pupil,
"This youth is so formed by nature and education that, being in-
ferior to none in genius, he yields not to his equals in industry,
"nor to his teachers in learning, nor to old men in gravity of de-
"meanour. He naturally is honest and ingenuous, and he has been
"so strictly bred that never from his mouth there comes a lewd, or
"even a light, expression. Though he be so young, his judgment is
"so secure that even the old respect him as a father. He sucked piety
"and religion with his mother's milk, preparing himself for his
"sacred office even from his cradle. (Ep. v. Lib. VIII)
In the Public Consistory of the twenty-second of March
1492, he was admitted to the Sacred College, receiving the
scarlet hat and the cardinalitial sapphire-ring1, (whose
value was six hundred zecchini d'oro—say, £1200); and
he was of the age of sixteen years, three months, eleven
days.
During his cardinalate his most delightful trait was the
loving kindness which he showed to his young cousin
Giulio, (Botticelli's most precious model-), the bastard of
Don Giuliano de' Medici, by Madonna Antonia Gorini of
Florence, and who ended his life as the Lord Clement
P.P. VII. Cardinal Giovanni got him ennobled as a Knight
of St John of Jerusalem of Malta, and Prior of Capua;
and gave him an honourable position in his household as
confidential counsellor; and, indeed, it was to Don Giulio,
attending .him as esquire in the Conclave of March 1513,
that Cardinal Giovanni generously said, when the result
of the squittino (scrutiny) was made known, "Come
Giulio, let us enjoy the Papacy, since God hath given it to
Us:" and he immediately raised His cousin to the purple,
givirig him His Own vacated rank of Cardinal-Deacon of
Santa Maria in Domnica.1
1 These two charming personages used a most beautiful hand-
writing, neat, clear, well-mannered, decisive; as may be seen in the
private Brief of the Lord Leo P.P. X, placet et ita motu proprio
mandamus; and in the letter of Cardinal Giulio de' Medici, dated
April 1516; which are preserved in the British Museum 23.721.

